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parison between various real and fanciful analogies pre- 
sented by the Civil War of our country and the Peloponnes- 
ian War. "The very first dead soldier one sees, enemy or 
friend, takes war forever out of the category of abstracts", 
and it is war as a concrete which the essays consider. Both 
sketches are marked by a gentle pathos; the second sketch 
also by not a few touches of delightfully subtle humor. 

To say more of either essay would be perhaps an injustice 
to the author, and to the prospective reader. 

C. S. T. 

The Colonization of North America, 1492-1783. By 
Herbert Eugene Bolton, Ph.D. and Thomas Maitland Mar- 
shall, Ph.D. (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1920. 
pp. XVI, 609). 

"This book represents an attempt to bring into one account 
the story of European expansion in North America down to 
1783. Text-books written in this country as a rule treat the 
colonization of the New World as the history, almost solely, 
of the thirteen English colonies which formed the nucleus of 
the United States. The authors have essayed to write a book 
— from the standpoint of North America as a whole, and 
giving a more adequate treatment of the colonies of nations 
other than England and of the English colonies other than 
the thirteen which revolted". 

Thus "the spread of civilization in America has been pre. 
sented against a broad European background. — The colonies 
of the different nations are treated, in so far as practicable, 
in the chronological order of their development, the desire 
being to give a correct view of the time sequence in the de. 
velopment of the different regions". A still bulkier volume 
would have been required for any extensive treatment of any 
colony or any period, and the narrative is necessarily limited 
to the presentation, in text-book style but without dullness, 
of the essential facts. It could of course be criticized here 
and there on points of relative importance, but on the whole 
the authors have done fully as well as could be expected in 
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their efforts to cover so vast a subject on a scale which re- 
quired so much conciseness and condensation. 

To what extent the authors have succeeded in their account 
of American colonial history and European colonization, on 
this new plan of broader background, is for the teacher, 
rather than the historian, to determine. A chapter on "The 
Chesapeake Bay and Insular Colonies" treats of England 
Under the Early Stuarts, The Colonial Adminstrative System 
of the Early Stuarts, The Founding of Virginia, The Found- 
ing of Maryland, The Bermudas, Guiana, The Lesser Antil- 
les, and The Providence Island Company. Other chapters 
are similarly divided. Is it better for the college student to 
acquire his knowledge of the principal American colonies by 
themselves, supplemented perhaps by occasional chapters or 
by other books on European expansion and colonial admin* 
istration; or to attempt to combine the entire field into one? 
It is the reviewer's opinion that the combination method is 
not as desirable as it might seem in theory ; that the English 
developments along the South Atlantic coast, for example, 
and the synchronous advance of the Jesuits in Sinaloa and 
Sonora need not be studied in immediate sequence; that the 
student might better acquire first the knowledge of the Amer- 
ican colonies, and later, with this knowledge as a background, 
invade the larger field in more detail. 

C. S. T. 

THE PIERSON CIVIL WAR COLLECTION*- 

The writer has recently had an opportunity to examine 
with some care the Pierson Civil War Collection of Prince- 
ton University Library. This collection, a gift to the Uni- 
versity from Mr. John S. Pierson, Princeton '40, originally 
contained more than 3,000 volumes and over 2,000 pamph- 
lets. Additions of more recent literature have since been 
made from time to time. The collection was made by a 
Northerner, and naturally the Northern viewpoint and 
Northern literature are better represented than the South- 



